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Present: Alan Thornton (BEAT), Adele Adams (Better Place), James Craig (Baildon Friends of the Earth), Jamie Saunders (Bradford Council), 
Muppett (CNet / Community Action), Sonjia Peers (Hale), Barbara Wordsworth (Restorative Justice), Carlton Smith (Bradford Trident), Rebecca 
McDonnell (Hale), Mel Frances & Glyn Levis (Trees for Cities) 

 

In attendance: Wendy Collins (CNet) (minutes)   

 

Apologies: Martin Bijl (BCB), Gail Smith (YDMT) 

 

Item Details Action by 

1. Welcome, introductions and apologies 

Alan welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

2. Updates 

BEAT (Alan): currently looking for planting sites for the coming winter. Managing Stoney Ridge Plantation and 
looking to expand their staff team. They are unsure about what they can commit to as they are expecting fewer 
volunteers and will have to change how they work. 

Restorative Justice (Barbara): the service signposts to activities for mental wellbeing. 

Hale (Rebecca and Sonjia): currently have volunteers doing litter picking in Hirst Wood and around Shipley. It was 
suggested the Friends of Bradford Becks are always looking for help and some littler picking could be done at 
Chellow Dene. They supported locals in developing an allotment on Crag Estate that is now but being run by the 
community. They run horticultural projects in schools. They currently use a diesel bus to get their message out to 
communities, and are open to ideas of how to do this in a greener way. A cargo bike or spare bus from a bus 
company were suggested. Although neither of these may be suitable as the current bus is more of a travelling 
exhibition centre. 

Trident (Carlton): they run a bike library and can always use more bikes, if anyone has any to donate. Bradford 
Community Energy is Trident’s new registered community benefit society. From 23 June to 6 July people will be able 
to buy shares in the society. They are keen to help people put renewables into their buildings. They are also looking 
for another director who is not Trident related. 
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Item Details Action by 

CNet (Muppett): involved with Dales Bus, and looking into encouraging BAME communities to access the Dales 
using this service. Looking to do activities: forest schools and guided walks. But this is currently affected by the 
current situation and restrictions. 

Community Action (Muppett): Muppett is currently employed as a Community Animator with the Community Led 
Local Development (CLLD) project. There is funding around a cleaner, greener agenda. Muppett is seeing whether 
there is any scope for people to put bids in. Muppett to pass info to Wendy to send out. 

Better Start Bradford (Better Place) (Adele): they have carried out environmental improvements in Little Horton, 
Bowling & Barkerend, Bradford Moor. They are doing lots of consultations, despite lockdown. Some schemes may 
be completed once lockdown is lifted. They are looking into the possibility of an urban ranger to champion BSB sites, 
look after to a low degree (keeping clean, etc.), and work with communities to ensure sustainability. They are working 
with Bob Thorp on tree planting and Adele will chat with Alan. 

Trees for Cities (Glyn & Mel): the organisation supports local authorities and ‘friends of’ groups to plant trees, usually 
through corporate funding. Many of these funders are now reticent about committing money. They are speaking to 
Bob Thorp about planting trees. There are aware that there could be a large spending increase on NEET (Not in 
Education, Employment or Training) provision – tree planting would be excellent for this. Glyn to send thoughts and 
links to Wendy to share. Mel works on projects in schools, including Edible Playgrounds and planting healthy air in 
schools – greening and monitoring air quality. Three more projects are lined up in Bradford, on top of four already 
started. Mel requested that any schools known to forum members who might be interested in food growing in future 
be shared with her. 

Friends of the Earth Baildon (James): currently involved with fighting expansion plans at Leeds Bradford Airport. Air 
quality in the city has been better since lockdown led to reduced traffic, but this is now increasing again. They would 
like Bradford Council to act quickly on implementing improvements for infrastructure Immediate using funding from 
the government. 

Bradford Council (Jamie):  

 Looking at green and resilient recovery. The Chair of the Sustainable Development Partnership is now in 
conversation about moving into the first sustainable development recovery plans around Covid. The Partnership 
is Chaired by Stewart Davies and incorporates the old Environment Partnership. More information here and view 
the terms of reference here. 

 The council uses a programme called Miro to share information. Jamie will send information on this for Wendy to 
circulate. 

 Both the council and NHS are planning memorial woodlands Covid victims. The council does not own enough 
land for this so Bob Thorp will need to approach landowners. 

 Plans for the Bradford Clean Air Zone are still on schedule. 
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https://www.bradford.gov.uk/environment/climate-change/climate-emergency-and-green-economy/
https://bradford.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s29380/Exec24MarDocBFAppB.pdf
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BCB (Martin – not in meeting): he has been conducting outside interviews with long microphone to maintain social 
distancing. Alan shared Martin’s email in the chat; if anyone would like to have an interview please contact Wendy 
who will pass your details to Martin. 

9. Future meeting dates 

Thursday 18 June 2020, 10am via Zoom. 

Monthly Zoom meetings will be held during this period of lockdown / social distancing. 

Meeting closed at 11.00 am 

 

 


