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Aim of the Bradford Environment Forum (BEF) 
 
The BEF brings together all groups and organisations involved in environment based activities.   We 
aim to work together to address the real concerns from the developing urgency of climate change 
combined with the difficulties of austerity measures and diminishing resources. BEF aims to enact 
climate mitigation measures acknowledging that the effects of extreme weather events 
disproportionately impact upon the health and economic resilience of the most deprived 
communities.   
 
Introduction 
 
BEF members cover a wide spectrum of environmental issues and activities, including food, renewal 
energy, energy conservation, green space improvements, environmental education, environmental 
awareness, environmental play, recycling, sustainable transport, sustainable woodland management, 
forest schools, wetlands, parks, bugs and bats. There are specialist networks within the forum 
members supporting training, sharing best practice, coordination and support. Together, the BEF 
members engage hundreds of volunteers in environmentally and socially beneficial activities and 
benefit tens of thousands of Bradford residents. 
 
BEF members will contribute to strategy development and scrutiny, with provision of local knowledge 
and detailed technical input. 
 
Main Functions 
 

1. To work together to address environment based concerns for Bradford District and the 
wider geographical area 

2. To provide an opportunity for networking and developing partnerships around environment 
based projects 

3. Provide guidance, support and advice around the strategic development of environment 
based policies and strategies for Bradford District 

4. Provide, and support representatives, to participate in a variety of meetings and groups 
5. including the Assembly Steering Group  and the Council’s Environment and Waste 

Management Overview and Scrutiny Committee  
6. Actively promote the work of the Assembly and thematic forums. 
7. Meet minimum of 4 times per year  
8. Develop task and finish groups as required with appointed leads 
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Membership 

 
Membership is open to Voluntary and Community Services groups and organisations active in 
Bradford District.  Members must have a base in the Bradford District.  
 
Frequency of Meetings 
 
Meetings will be held quarterly with additional meetings if necessary. 

 
Conflicts of Interest 
 
BEF members who have a direct or indirect interest in any discussion or item must declare an interest, 
withdraw from the meeting and take no part in the consideration of that item unless requested by the 
Chair to respond to questions. 

 
BEF members representing an organisation which has an involvement in a discussion but that will not 
receive any financial benefit should declare an interest but may be able to take part in discussions unless 
the Chair decides the interest is substantial. 
  
Any BEF members who have a personal interest which is not a pecuniary or financial interest in any matter 
must promptly disclose that interest but may remain, speak and vote unless the chair decides the interest is 
substantial. 
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