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 VCS Diversity Insight Project  
 
CNET Contact:    Darryl Smith    
Position:     Project Coordinator 
Email:    Darryl@cnet.org.uk  
Tel:      07725 234968 
 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
As a valued community organisation, you will no doubt have experienced first-hand how the 
Bradford District is rich in culture and diversity; indeed, this is one of its greatest strengths. You will 
also be acutely aware that the Covid-19 pandemic is having a deep and lasting effect upon the 
voluntary sector and the communities it serves. 
 
CNet has been funded by Give Bradford (managed by The Leeds Community Foundation) to run the 
Diversity Insight Project, one of a number of projects aiming to gain insight into these effects and 
what support VCS organisations would benefit from to develop and hopefully thrive beyond the 
pandemic. 
 
The Diversity Insight Project aims to understand VCS organisations in terms of how their staff, 
board and volunteers are reflective of the communities they serve. To this end, we are asking you 
to complete a survey, via Survey Monkey: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NBLSKY2  
 
What are the benefits? 
Key benefits: 

 Understanding how our organisations are reflective or otherwise helps us to focus future 
recruitment to communities we need to better represent 

 Better represented communities lead to better insight 

 A more representative membership gives a stronger mandate when campaigning on key 
issues 

 Mapping the issues and development needs of organisations helps infrastructure 
organisations to source, resource and target future support and training needs where it is 
needed. It will also give data intelligence to wider work being carried out by public sector 
partners 

 Quite simply better insight leads to better decisions for all of us. 
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What will happen once complete? 

 All information will be collated and a summary of the findings will be shared with all 
participants 

 Key development and training needs are mapped and (where available) will be signposted 
to all participants 

 Gaps between identified development/training needs and what is currently available can be 
highlighted. The hope is that this will lead to the development of further support as the 
evidence will point to what is needed. 

 Good practice can be shared so we can all better understand what has worked elsewhere 
 
Who should complete the survey? 
The form is best filled in by someone who knows the organisation well (this could be the CEO, a 
paid employee or a trustee/volunteer who is familiar with the membership and the communities 
they serve). 

 
Who else is being asked to do this? 
We aim to engage a minimum of 30 organisations per constituency, large, medium and small, 
specialist and generic.  The survey is open to all groups and organisations, there is no upper limit.   
 
What is the timescale? 
Completion of the project is set for Wednesday 31st March 2021. This means we will need all 
surveys completing by Sunday 28th February 2021.  
 
What this survey is not 
Please be reassured that the survey is not a criticism of any organisation and the fantastic work 
that goes on through you to support our communities. We know you work hard with limited 
resources and staffing. The survey is intended to complement your efforts and offer support where 
it is wanted and needed. 
 
Where can I get support if needed? 
For any support relating to the project and questions around the survey please contact Darryl 
Smith in the first instance. Email: Darryl@cnet.org.uk. For any technical issues accessing the survey 
please contact wendy@cnet.org.uk. 
 
 
Kindest regards 
 
Darryl P Smith 
 
Project Coordinator 
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